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 אָָנֹֹכִִי יְְהוָָה אֱֱלֹהֶֶיךָ אֲֲשֶֶׁר
 הוֹצֵֵאתִִיךָ מֵֵאֶֶרֶֶץ מִִצְְרַַיִִם מִִבֵֵּית

עֲֲבָָדִִים׃

Exodus 20:2

For twenty-six generations the alef 
complained before the throne of the 
Holy One blessed be He. It said before 
Him: ‘Master of the universe, I am the 
first of the letters, but You did not create 
Your world with me.’ The Holy One 
blessed be He said to it: ‘The world and 
all its contents were created only for the 
sake of the Torah, as it is stated: “The 
Lord founded the earth with wisdom…” 
(Proverbs 3:19). Tomorrow, I will be 
coming to give the Torah at Sinai, and 
I will open it at its beginning only with 
you, as it is stated: “I [anokhi] am the 
Lord your God”’ (Exodus 20:2).

- From Beresheit Rabbah 1

Alef is the first of the 22 letters of the 
Hebrew alef-bet. By itself alef doesn't make 
any sound at all, but when it is paired with 
a vowel marking it carries the sound of 
the vowel. In Hebrew the vowel markings 
are called the nikkud. They were invented 
by Jewish scholars called the Masoretes 
somewhere around the 8th to 10th century AD. 
Before that Hebrew was only written with 
consonants, the same way modern Hebrew is 
written.
 
Anyone learning to read the language would 
already know how it was to be pronounced. 
How? The same way you learned how words 
are supposed to sound - by hearing them 
spoken. However, when Hebrew ceased to be 
a primary language the scholars worried that 
the correct pronunciation of the language 
would be lost forever, and thus the Nikud 
were invented. They are very helpful to us 
when learning. 

Look at the verse from Exodus 20. It marks 
the beginning of the statements that we 
traditionally call the ten commandments. How 
many alefs you can find in the verse? Now 
look closely at the vowel markings associated 
with the alefs. How many different vowel 
markings do you see? Would you expect any 
of the alefs to be silent? If so, which one and 
why?



The Hebrew alef-bet is written using block script, which means you can think of the letters 
taking up a block of space, or part of a block. The blocks below will help you as you 
begin to practice writing the letters yourself. 

First we'll practice writing the aleph using a-class vowels to give it a voice. 
The first vowel marking we'll use is called a "Qamets" and it looks like a 
capital T written directly undernaeath the consonant. The Qamets makes 
a long "a" sound as in father or like the sound you make when 
you take a sip of delicious tea. That's how I like to remember it. 
Delicious "T" makes you say ah...

Secondly let's practice writing the aleph with the "Pathak" underneath. 
The pathak is a short flat horizontal line underneath the letter. 
Conveniently the pathak makes the same "a" sound as in the word 
flat, making it easy to remember. The flat line makes the "a" in flat.

Write the aleph with both the Qamets and Pathak underneath, three rows each.

אַַ

1אָָ
2

3

אָָ
Qamets

אַַ
Pathak



Bet (also spelled beth or beit) is the second letter 
of the Hebrew alef-bet. It is also the first of the 
begad-kefat letters. What is that you ask? The 
begad kefat letters are six Hebrew consonants that 
sometimes appear with a dot in the middle (called 
a dagesh). For now, don't worry so much about 
why it happens, but learn to recognize it when 
you see it. It looks like this:

and is pronounced like the "b" in boy. Without 
the dot in the middle (the dagesh) it looks like 
the bet at the top of the page and is pronounced 
like the "v" in vet or villian or vituperate. We'll call 
them both bet, but don't forget to pronounce it 
correctly when you see it.

Now look at the verse at the top of the page. It's 
the first verse in the bible. What letter does the 
verse start with? How many bets do you see in the 
verse? How would you pronounce the bets that 
you see? If a bet has a dagesh, note where the bet 
appears in the word.

In Hebrew, sometimes a single consonant can 
form a word. The bet is one of those consonants. 
It forms a preposition that's usually translated 
"in", "with", or "by". As you begin to build your 
vocabulary you'll understand when bet is simply 
the first letter of a word or when it's acting as a 
preposition.

Look at the verse at the top of the page once 
more. Where does the first bet occur? Do you 

 בְְּרֵֵאשִִׁית בָָּרָָא אֱֱלֹהִִים
 אֵֵת הַַשָָּׁמַַיִִם וְְאֵֵת

הָָאָָרֶֶץ׃
Genesis 1:1

ב
Bet

בּ

Rabbi Yona said in the name of Rabbi 
Levi: Why was the world created with 
the letter beit? It is because just as the 
beit is closed on all its sides but open in 
its front, so, you do not have permission 
to ask: What is below, what is above, what 
was before, and what is after, but only 
from the day when the world created and 
onward.

- From Beresheit Rabbah 1
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think this is acting as a preposition or simply the 
first letter of a word? What about the second bet? 
What is the reason for your answer?



It is now time to practice writing the second letter, our friend bet. We're 
going to give the bet two vowel sounds, just like we did with the aleph. 
These are both "e" class vowels. The first is called the Tsere. It makes the 
same sound as the "ei" in eight. If you pushed the two dots together they 
would make an eight - a laying eight. You see what I did there? 

The other vowel marking is called a seghol. The seghol makes a 
short "e" sound, kind of like the "e" in eggs. However, if you're 
the type of person that pronounces egg like "ay-g" then you'll 
say it wrong. It's like the "e" in beg or bet or vet. Now try to 
pronounce egg properly and it will help you remember that the 
s-"egg"-hol looks like a bunch of eggs in a basket.

Now practice writing bet in the blocks below, first with the tsere 
and then with the seghol. For the second row of bets in each 
section, add the dagesh. Practice saying the sounds as you write 
the letter and vowel combos.

בֶֶ

1בֵֵ

2

בֵֵ
Tsere

בֶֶ
Seghol



Gimel is the third letter of the Hebrew alef-bet. 
It makes a hard "g" like the sound in guy or gal. 
It is also the second of the begad-kefat letters. 
Unlike bet though, the sound of the gimel doesn't 
change, even when it has a dagesh. Still, pay 
attention when you see it and you may start to 
notice a pattern about when it appears.

If you like you can think of it as a giraffe with a 
long neck. That will make you think of "g" for 
giraffe, just don't forget that unlike giraffe, it's a 
hard "g".

Now look at the verse at the top of the page. It's 
from Psalm 119. Psalm 119 is an acrostic psalm, 
which means each verse opens with a specific 
letter, depending on which section it's in. Once 
we get through the alef-bet you'll be able to 
look at the Psalm in Hebrew and see how it's 
structured.

In the verse above, how many gimels do you 
see? Dagesh or no dagesh? How many alefs? 
How many bets? Which vowel markings do you 
recognize? Which ones do you not recognize? 
Which letters don't have vowel markings at all? 
Why do you think that is?

גְְּמֹֹל עַַל־עַַבְְדְְּךָ אֶֶחְְיֶֶה 
וְְאֶֶשְְׁמְְרָָה דְְבָָרֶֶךָ׃

Psalm 119:17

ג
Gimel

גּ

The ancient rabbis said that the gimel 
is a picture of a rich man pursuing a 
poor man for the purpose of giving him 
charity. Why? Because gimol (the first 
word of the verse above) means to give 
or deal bountifully, and is a homonym to 
gimel. But why the idea of pursuing the 
poor? Because the next letter we'll see is 
the dalet and dal, or dalim in the plural, 
means the needy, the poor, or the weak. 
Thus gimel-dalet corresponds to gimol-
dalim, to give bountifully to the poor, 
and the gimel is the profile of a rich man 
pursuing after the poor for the purpose 
of charity.

-adapted from the Talmud, Shabbat 104a

Watercolor by Dani Antman



Now let's practice writing the gimel. We're going to continue our 
tradition of sneaking in two new vowels as well. This time we'll 
start with the chireq, which is an I-class vowel. It's represented 
by a single dot directly underneath the letter. I like to visualize 
an invisible "i" underneath the dot because it helps me remember 
that it's pronounced just like a short i, as in pig, dig, wig, or fig.

The second vowel we'll introduce is the cholem. The cholem 
is unique because it sits on top of the letter. Maybe it's fragile, 
maybe it's claustrophobic, or more likely it just doesn't want to 
be confused with a chireq. If you've ever wanted a house on a 
hill I'm sure you can relate. It makes a long "o" sound, just like 
float, boat, goat, row, hoe, joe, go, and no.

Now practice writing gimel in the blocks below, first with the 
chireq and then with the cholem. For the second row of gimels 
in each section, add the dagesh. Practice saying the sounds as you 
write the letter and vowel combos.

גִִ

גׁׁ

1

2

גִִ
Chireq

גׁׁ
CholemFloat

invisible i



בׁׁב גָָא גַַא גׁׁא גֵֵא גֶֶא גִִא גִִב גֶֶב גֵֵב גַַב גָָב

אָָ אַַ אֵֵ אֶֶ אִִ אׁׁ
בָָ בַַ בֵֵ בֶֶ בִִ בׁׁ
בָָּ בַַּ בֵֵּ בֶֶּ בִִּ בּׁׁ

גָָ גַַ גֵֵ גֶֶ גִִ גׁׁ

אַַב אָָב אֵֵב אֶֶב אִִב אׁׁב אׁׁבּ אָָבּ אַַבּ אִִבּ
אֵֵבּ אֶֶבּ אָָג אַַג אִִג אׁׁג אֶֶג אֵֵג בַַּא בָָּא בִִּא
 בֵֵּא בֶֶּא בּׁׁא בָָּבּ בַַּבּ בֵֵּבּ בֶֶּבּ בִִּבּ בּׁׁבּ בָָּג בַַּג
בִִּג בּׁׁג בֶֶּג בֵֵּג בָָּב בַַּב בִִּב בֵֵּב בֶֶּב בּׁׁב בָָא
 בַַא בׁׁא בֵֵא בֶֶא בִִא בָָב בַַב בֵֵב בִִב בֶֶב
 בַַא בׁׁא בֵֵא בֶֶא בִִא בָָב בַַב בֵֵב בִִב בֶֶב

גׁׁב גָָבּ גַַבּ גֵֵבּ גֶֶבּ גִִבּ גׁׁבּ גָָּג גַַג גִִג גׁׁג גֶֶג גֵֵג

Reading Practice
So far we've learned 24 unique sounds and 
we're only on the third letter of the alef-bet! 
You should already be feeling like a native 
speaker at this point. If you're not, that's 
okay too. That's why we're going to spend 
the next few minutes practicing putting 
these sounds together. These exercises are to 
be done OUT LOUD. Start with the letters 
and vowel markings on the right as a warm 
up. After that we'll do the double letter 
combos below and triple letter combos on the 
following page.



גִִבָָּ בֵֵּבֶֶּ אֹֹבִִּ גֶֶאֶֶ גֵֵבֵֵ בַַּאֹֹ בֵֵגַַ גֺֺבֵֵ גָָבֹֹ בָָאָָ

בֶֶּבִִּ בַַבֶֶּ בֵֵּבֺֺּ בָָגֶֶ גָָאֹֹ אַַבֶֶּ בֹגַַֹ בֵֵאֶֶ גֶֶגֶֶ אִִבִִּ

אֹֹבֺּגֺ בָָּבֶֶבּ בֹבֶֶֹבּ בִִּאִִא בֶֶּבַַּג בַַבֶֶּג בֶֶגִִא בֵֵבֵֵג גָָגֵֵבּ בֶֶאֶֶא
בָָבִִּג בַַגֵֵב אָָגֶֶא גֺֺבָָא בֹבַַֹּבּ בֺּבֵֵֺּבּ בֶֶּבֶֶב בֵֵּגֶֶג בֶֶּבִִּב  גִִאַַב
בָָבֶֶּג אֵֵבֺּאֺ בַַבַַבּ גִִבָָא בַַבָָּא גֺֺגֺֺב גַַאַַא גֶֶבַַּא אֵֵבֺּגֺ בֹבֵֵֹּא

בֵֵּבֵֵבּ אֶֶאִִב בַַּאֵֵג גֶֶבֵֵּב אִִגִִבּ בָָּגַַג אֹֹגַַג גֺֺגַַג אַַבִִּב אֹֹבִִּב
בָָּאֵֵג בֶֶבִִב בִִּגֶֶא אֶֶבָָּא אַַאִִג בֶֶּבָָא בֵֵּאִִבּ בֶֶבֵֵּב גֺֺבָָא אֵֵאִִא
בֺּבֵֵֺּבּ בֵֵגַַב בָָבַַבּ בֹאִִֹב אֶֶאִִב בַַבָָבּ גֵֵגָָב גַַגַַג גָָאִִא בֵֵּאַַג
בַַאֶֶג אֶֶבֶֶבּ אֹֹבֺּבֺ בִִּבָָב בֵֵבֹבֹ גֺֺאֵֵג בֵֵאָָב בָָאֹֹבּ בַַּבֶֶג בֵֵבַַּבּ
אַַאָָבּ בִִּבֹבֹ בַַּגֺֺג גָָבָָג אֵֵגָָב אֹֹגֺֺג גֶֶאֹאֹ בֹגֵֵֹג גָָגֺאֺ אֶֶגָָב
גֶֶבָָג אַַבֶֶּא גֵֵבִִב בָָּבִִבּ גִִבֹאֹ גִִבָָא בָָּאָָב בַַּגֵֵא בֶֶבִִב גַַבִִב

אָָבָָא אֶֶבֶֶא אֶֶאִִבּ בָָגֶֶא בַַאֶֶב גָָאֶֶב בֵֵּבֹגֹ בֵֵבֵֵג אַַאָָג בֵֵבֹגֹ

Good work, now we'll move into some triple letter combos. Here's a general rule for pronunciation - 
every consonant with a vowel marking is one syllable. If the word has a consonant at the end with no 
vowel markings underneath, it is absorbed into the syllable before it. For example, the first two letter 

practice word ָָבָָא is pronounced Bah - ah, two syllables, because both the bet and the alef have a 

qamets underneath. The combo ּגָָגֵֵב is pronounced ga - gayb, also two syllables, because the bet at 

the end has no vowel marking. This is known as a closed syllable, but don't worry too much about the 
terminology right now, just practice your reading and pronunciation.



Letter & Vowel Recognition
Now we'll practice letter recognition in the context of scripture. The passage below is 
Genesis verses 1-11. Your first task is to find yourself a red, yellow, and green colored 
pencil. Look for the letters we've learned so far and color them: alef = red, bet = yellow, 
gimel = green. I did the first word for you. Once you finish write you totals in the table.

בְּבְְְּרֵֵאאשִִׁית בָָּרָָא אֱֱלֹהִִים אֵֵת הַַשָָּׁמַַיִִם וְְאֵֵת הָָאָָרֶֶץ׃
 וְְהָָאָָרֶֶץ הָָיְְתָָה תֹֹהוּ וָָבֹהֹוּ וְְחֹֹשֶֶׁךְ עַַל־פְְּנֵֵי תְְהוֹם וְְרוּחַַ אֱֱלֹהִִים מְְרַַחֶֶפֶֶת עַַל־פְְּנֵֵי

הַַמָָּיִִם׃
וַַיֹּאֹמֶֶר אֱֱלֹהִִים יְְהִִי אוֹר וַַיְְהִִי־אוֹר׃

וַַיַַּרְְא אֱֱלֹהִִים אֶֶת־הָָאוֹר כִִּי־טוֹב וַַיַַּבְְדֵֵּל אֱֱלֹהִִים בֵֵּין הָָאוֹר וּבֵֵין הַַחֹֹשֶֶׁךְ׃
וַַיִִּקְְרָָא אֱֱלֹהִִים לָָאוֹר יוֹם וְְלַַחֹֹשֶֶׁךְ קָָרָָא לָָיְְלָָה וַַיְְהִִי־עֶֶרֶֶב וַַיְְהִִי־בֹקֶֶֹר יוֹם אֶֶחָָד׃ פ

וַַיֹּאֹמֶֶר אֱֱלֹהִִים יְְהִִי רָָקִִיעַַ בְְּתוֹךְ הַַמָָּיִִם וִִיהִִי מַַבְְדִִּיל בֵֵּין מַַיִִם לָָמָָיִִם׃
 וַַיַַּעַַשׂ אֱֱלֹהִִים אֶֶת־הָָרָָקִִיעַַ וַַיַַּבְְדֵֵּל בֵֵּין הַַמַַּיִִם אֲֲשֶֶׁר מִִתַַּחַַת לָָרָָקִִיעַַ וּבֵֵין הַַמַַּיִִם

אֲֲשֶֶׁר מֵֵעַַל לָָרָָקִִיעַַ וַַיְְהִִי־כֵֵן׃
וַַיִִּקְְרָָא אֱֱלֹהִִים לָָרָָקִִיעַַ שָָׁמָָיִִם וַַיְְהִִי־עֶֶרֶֶב וַַיְְהִִי־בֹקֶֶֹר יוֹם שֵֵׁנִִי׃ פ

 וַַיֹּאֹמֶֶר אֱֱלֹהִִים יִִקָָּווּ הַַמַַּיִִם מִִתַַּחַַת הַַשָָּׁמַַיִִם אֶֶל־מָָקוֹם אֶֶחָָד וְְתֵֵרָָאֶֶה הַַיַַּבָָּשָָׁה
וַַיְְהִִי־כֵֵן׃

וַַיִִּקְְרָָא אֱֱלֹהִִים לַַיַַּבָָּשָָׁה אֶֶרֶֶץ וּלְְמִִקְְוֵֵה הַַמַַּיִִם קָָרָָא יַַמִִּים וַַיַַּרְְא אֱֱלֹהִִים כִִּי־טוֹב׃
 וַַיֹּאֹמֶֶר אֱֱלֹהִִים תַַּדְְשֵֵׁא הָָאָָרֶֶץ דֶֶּשֶֶׁא עֵֵשֶֶׂב מַַזְְרִִיעַַ זֶֶרַַע עֵֵץ פְְּרִִי עֹשֶֶֹׂה פְְּרִִי לְְמִִינוֹ

אֲֲשֶֶׁר זַַרְְעוֹ־בוֹ עַַל־הָָאָָרֶֶץ וַַיְְהִִי־כֵֵן׃

א ב,בּ ג
Now do the same thing for the vowel markings we learned. Choose a unique color for each vowel 
and don't reuse the colors from the letters. Write you totals in the table. Note that the alef is just a 
placeholder. They can be under any letter.

אָָ אַַ אֵֵ אֶֶ אִִ אׁׁ


